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MASSIMO STECCHINI, THE BOY WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH MARISOL AND BECAME A COUPLE OF PEPA FLORES

Together for more than three decades, the Italian living in Malaga has accompanied the actress since she retired from public life.
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Pepa Flores and Massimo Stecchini walking through Malaga in 2014.GTRES.
Since 35 years ago Pepa Flores made Malaga her refuge and retired from public life, they have never stopped taking photos of her. Like an anonymous woman, walking her dogs, wearing dark glasses to protect herself from the sun and not from flashes, returning with grocery bags… A reflection of a life so normal that it deactivated any sensational morbid. In many of these images, she appeared with her partner for more than three decades, Massimo Stecchini. This tall, slim man with a gray beard, permanent smile and deep gaze, has given the actress and singer the peace and happiness she craved. However, the most endearing photo of both, the first they were taken, has not been published. Not even they have it.

The love story between the two is well known, although some nuances have been corrected in recent years. Flores returned to Malaga after divorcing the dancer and choreographer Antonio Gades. Boyfriends since 1973, married in Cuba in 1982 with Fidel Castro and Alicia Alonso as godparents, they led a very modest life in Altea. The actress had already made her retirement official and was completely dedicated to caring for her three daughters, María, Celia and Tamara. When Gades left with the Swiss millionaire Daniela Frey, Pepa sought the warmth of her family in the city from which she had left as a child. In Malaga, her parents, Juan and María, and her two brothers, Vicky and Enrique, were waiting for her. Also a good number of friends who were in charge of tucking her in. Among them was a man from Malaga of Italian descent, Massimo, very friendly and 11 years younger than her. Son of the owner of Trastevere, the first pizzeria to open in Malaga, he worked at the premises as public relations and manager. She was still recovering from her previous breakup and it wasn't an instant crush. That tranquility that accompanied them from the beginning, getting to know each other little by little and without constant public scrutiny, made the relationship become the longest and most stable of all that Pepa Flores has maintained: the couple has been living happily for 33 years. They take walks on the Malagueta beach, enjoy the grandson that Celia has given them and take care of the garden and the chickens they have on a nearby farm in Moclinejo.

As the biographer and friend of Pepa Flores José Aguilar has told in several interviews, Stecchini has been decisive in this second stage of her life. "He has left everything to turn to her. He understands her very well, something that is not easy in part because of the contradiction in which Pepa lives: someone who wants to be anonymous but who they always recognize." During this time Massimo has been in charge of acting as a filter and parapet when journalists appeared or job offers arrived for his partner. Always with discretion, from the background, and deactivating any controversy or possibility of reply. He has not starred in any departure from tone. Nor in the biggest spikes in media interest, when ghosts from Marisol's past have been resurrected.

Pepa Flores has managed to keep cameras and microphones away - with the exception of the video of a millennial youtuber who did not even recognize her - during the last 35 years. She has good friends who notify her and her partner when they see that there are "moors on the coast." Stecchini herself [himself] confirmed this last September to María Verdoy, a reporter for the Telecinco program Vida la vida. “You have caught me because I am going with the dog”, she conceded with a marked Malaga accent and her usual good humor. "Don't wait for it, the poor are going to waste their time." It discouraged the journalist and her camera. Despite everything they managed to get an interview from him on the street. "If people knew my wife they would love her even more, it would be tremendous, there is no better person in the world," he assured while denying Pepa's bad relationship with her past and popular recognition. "It gives her tremendous joy to know that there are people who have been happy through it”.

Off camera, Massimo shared with Verdoy a desire of the couple: to find their first photo together. In 1962, when Marisol had already premiered Un rayo de luz and An angel has arrived, becoming the most famous girl in Spain, she returned to Malaga to visit. Many of her former neighbors and friends in town welcomed her and congratulated her on her successes. Some wanted to immortalize the moment by taking a portrait with her. In one of those snapshots, the actress and singer was holding a 3-year-old boy in her arms. It could then pass through the head of neither of them that that child who gazed spellbound at Marisol would be the man who became Pepa Flores' inseparable companion. If anyone has a copy of this picture, please let them meet the couple on their daily walks. It is the only one they need to complete the Stecchini-Flores family album.
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